A bit of everything
in the Balkans

In Serbia you can shoot quail, dove, duck and pheasant with your shotgun
and a whole host more with your rifle, as Mike Yardley discovers.
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SPORT ABROAD SEREIA

The tast and exciting dove shooting
takes place in sunflowers,

The level of sccommodation and hospitality in Serbla ks excellent.

erbia is one of the world's bese-

kept sporting secrets. [ shot there

twice the vear before last, ence

fior ireds and once for boar, Baih
I.'\'I'il."l.l.':lll'l.""a Lh i Jrl'.l!l_!:-\.'l.l :]:Il'llll.gl'l
Bogdan Srejic’s Lasarotta sporting
ALCTHCY.

I would rae Serbias bird shooring
s some of the best in Europe if vou're
imterestad in wild gual or high-volume
I"I.EIL'I:H:I Thli:llﬂ::lllb'_. [I1I." I‘II.I!.'L. .I:IHJ EI'I-':HI.'
'.|'|-::-|1I:'t|1__q_ are _r_l:l-c:-d tewa, and p]l.l.'.lul:ul:'- are
available - both walked-up and driven,
all ar very competitive prices. Generally,
Scrbia offers good facilities and great
value,

A for "“E EAIME, yOu Can shonat P
an woell A :'ed, I!-:|.'|-:m'. whate il .'|:|:-;] iy 2
deer on open and fenced estates. Deer
are 110 bargain amywhere in Europe or
the Balkans because of high mophy fees.
They abko have mouflon and hare.

Shooung i Serbia is controlled
by ]'.il.1l'|.1'i!lE stiociations, Thewe are
losz=al, efacial bodies, which w6l have
wonimething of the feel of the old regime
about them.

They tend to be very fricndly,
Teowvever, and any visibor may b zssumed
al the warmest of weloomes, as well a
a fascinating look at the way another
country gocs about i spont. There is as
much in common as there is different,

The country s irving very hard to
l.|-'."-'l:|l..'n|.'| tself s 2 SpOrting destinaton.
Serbian officialy a2t both local and
national level are keen to advance sport
i their country, It is sl sulssidised

by the state to some degree and there
are same excellent state-run shooung
lodges, | have tavelled with 2 gun
|:|1li11: :":-..ll.':ll'-i'l.'l.']:.' 111 Easlern E.l:ll":!"Pl.‘ and
the Balkans, and | found the hunting
experience in Serbia one of the best

- mot beast becavse of the Secbians
themselves,

Contrary o our fgRy SIereotypes,
I:!I-E:,.' are a laid-back, iriendly people
wha enjov themselves, food, and the
good life whenever possible. In my
experience, they are more like the
Italians than the Foosstans, their Skvic
brothers to the north

Wing shooting

I was lucky to enjoy an interesting
package of wing shooting with Lisarott.
Flying into Belgrade by JAT airlines,

the first job was to sort out guns (a
maxamum of two) amd cartradges (a
maxamean of 200) wath the pl.'b-]i.-l:t.'l'hﬁ
was 1o real problent ax all.

All vou need is your LK Shotgun
Certificate, or FAC if vou are taking
a rifle, and a better from your hunting
operator, the |1.'|pa:'rl.\'vnrl: Cadring 20
Eumos,

Equipped with my temporary firearms
permit, Bogdan met me and we drove
some 150km north east of Belgrade to
tha extraordinary Hotel Fanease, buile by
Em:'.rrt:ng 1|:||,‘.' \t-l:l:'_l_.'hl::-q;lk ]:]ulilijr.l‘i]-:.i
castle, which 1% famous a3 a riding centre
b,

We were only 34km from the
Humgarian border. It s notable that
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SPORT ABROAD SEREIA

lthe: warkd.

Ahove: Soma of the evening duck shooting s right up there with

Above right: Painters and Hungarian vizsias are the most common bresds.
Right Electronic systems are wsed to atiract birds in Lyter monthe

mest hunting in Serbia is no mors than
an hour and a half from Belgrade,

There was an early call the firse
morning, and we set off o shoor quail
ower pointers. These were shot on fla
ground and called in by electronic
meams, which is et woally the method
of choice early in the season. Bogdan
noted:

“We prefer to shoot without it during

Augusr, because there &5 an abundance of

birds, bur for late September you need
it to antract birds because most of the
domestic birds fiy down south and we
have to wait for birds from Ukraine and
Hungary to fly over us”

The dog work was good. [l you have
not shot quail, they are 2 small bird. a
lot smaller than a grey partridge, and
not especially difficult to shoot once
vou have the knack. You must be quick,
though.

They tend to be shot fairdy low, so
vou must ali ke great care with your
shots both as far a5 human and canine
companions are comcerned, One may
shoot with a couple of fellow guns or in
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line, a5 on a Scowish moor, In all cases
keep your muzzles forward and up and
watch your sides.

We finished mod-moming and moved
ter 2 nearby location where the quarry
l.']'.-ll'u_.:cvlj re dowes, Thas WS r-.q-l; .|:':|_|

“Everywhere |
went the locals
were helpful and
relaxed - apparently
less stressed than
the inhabitants of
modern Britain”

eXCIOng 1=|'|l.'b-C‘.II::|'||1'.; i sunflower: and over
stubkle. The birds were plentifal and
there was o need for much cover. [
shior 30 and febr well satisfied.

In the afternoon we moved on 40km
cast to Kikinda near the Roomanian
border. This was aur location for the

smaller, but challenging, nurde dowve,

which are much tougher than the
variety with which we are familiar.
I sher anather 50-£0 birds and the
potental for |'|:.:1'.l;-e' mmbert iz there,
O the second |J.:|:.' we rmoved go g
Salasi private hunting lodge near the
town of Senta, This is a mare intimate
location than the castle, set up with
a restaurant and chalets, and was my
preference = not least because it
run by an ex-Belprade hotsler on a
ESTONOITIC %00,



We shot our quail that morning
near the town of Ada. The hoapitality,
as | began vo expect, was fantaseic. A
new arrival was David McCombe,
an Ubsterman with a big smile and 2
passion for shooting,

I was impressed (ndeed, surprised) by
what | o of Serbia. The main roads are
premy good and the sandard of living
is relarively high. It is in @ sort of 1970s
dme warp. People are not anly friendly,
but they seem relatively prospenous,

Above: There i3 ample sport on offer and hera
thee team are pletared with the bag from one
sasslon of shooting on a three-day trip.

Left: Lasarotta Hunting is run by Bogdan Srejie.

The shops are full and dhings like
petrol sations tend to be o good or
better than thase at home. Everywhere
T went e locals were helpful and
rebied - apparentdy less stressed than the
inhabitants of modern Bratam.

In the afternoon of the second day, we
shot more doves, This me we were u
Becay, some 100km from Belgrade. On
the third and final day there were more
quail and dove, and in the evening. and
nrost memorably, excellent high duck
shooting back near Ada

Thas was che bt i.-'.'en'll'lg'-.
wildfowling [ have had for ages, made all
the more memorable by my companion
and picker-up, a local poet who was
somewhat in his cups when we began,
bue extraardinanly amiable,

Wild boar

I enjoyed che bird shooting =0 much in

that late summer, that 1 went back to

Serbaa for bear in the winter. | have shot

one kind Erf]:-ig or another in France,

Palamned, Croatia, Adrica, and Auweralia,
Serbian pig shootng is much like the

A potted history
SERBLA WAS, of course. the major part of
the cid Yugoskada, which included, bafors
te chacs and conflict of the 1S80s and
E000s, Serbia, Croata, Basrig, Monlenegra
Wacedonia, and Sloveria
Serbia has borders with Hungary to its
north, Bulgaria and Romanda 1o the exst,
Macedonia to the south. and Croatia. Basnia
and Morrenagro on il weslenn sde. There &
#lsn a depubed bander wilh Albanag, 3 counkry
thnough shich | used lo rum aid Comaoys,
| butwhech i5 likz a Third World country in
COmpaison.

After the treak-up of Tito's Yugostada, a
unin of Konbenegro and Serbia, shll called
Yugoslavia, lasted longer. This Fainned shate
eended 10 vears Later when the hwe counlries
theclared independance. Serbias capital, as
was fugoslzda's, is Balgrade. The region has
bszar khe wvickim of political tension

Sarajen, the Basnian capital {many Serbs
live in Bosnia) is whens assassin Ginvile
Pririp Set off the First Wearkd War when he
shot Archduke Frang Ferdinend,

Thes Sabian ampire batted for ganerabions
against Muslim imvaders, and laber Serbiz
foughl against the Ausbro-Huangarian Empire
ard thes against the Cantral Fovwrs in the
Great War

W may e borbed them dusing the
Ensawe war, but surprisingly the Serbs
e 3 Withe, if any, 1wl They blams the
politicians who set them on the road to war
and diclocated thern from Ehe rest of Europae,

| toowhich they tesl Bhiny Belorg, Sedbia i nol
an EU mgmibser yel. m

sport on offer in Polind and Croaria,
sawe for the Eact thar it is cheaper and
mere pigs may be shot, We were put

up in the excellent Barskos state
hunting lodge near the town of Sremeka
Bditmovia tovwarnds the corner of Bosnia
amid Croatia, anly abour 70km cast of
Belgrade.

The tood and drink were excellent
and there are a number of good,
reasonably-priced local red wines on
offer, while main meals tend to be game
or chicken.

I shot on dhe first day only with a
ganekeeper and a cameraman, as we
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SPORT ABROAD SEREIA

The author with his boar.

were abso making a film. Walking and
stalking in the woods, we eventually pux
up 3 big boar, [ shot kim at no more
than 15 vands,

[ have been charged by elephant and
bulfale, but mot vet by boar - though 1
have seen it Even though 1 have had a
maltfumction, 1 sall p'p-_'ﬁ'r 3 contralled-
feed (Mawser-style) bolr gun.

Most bmar experts prefer a double 9.3,
| think | would get in more of 2 muddle
releading after my first two shos = all
my charges o date required mose than
twe shots o finish the business.

O the second day 3 large party of
Britsh shooters armmved at the lodge.
This, it transpared, was one of the mont
entertaining groups of people 1 have yer
had the good fortune o shoot with.
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“One thing [ did

not like was the
requirement to shoot
only behind the line.”

The following morning, travelling east
somie Skm towards Bosnaa, we went oo
the Kucine estate. Shooting wis on the
ground, as is my preference, rather than
if) Tuirsdors,

Ol I;hll:la.',] did o8 like et the
reguirgment to shoot only behingd
the lime. This cost much sport, and
encouraged tght-angle shooting on the
tracks where shooters were ako pliced
(eypically 50-T00kmn apart). Bogdan

assures me that he will noe use estates
where this 15 required in future

The third day we shot on Kamariste
estate, and [ chought the qualiry of
shooting nat quice a8 good as previoushy

bt there is abways some luck involved
with boar. Bogdan, meanwhile, trics as
hard as anvone 1 know = and that 15 how
[ jadpe s operation,

Omne abways takes something of a risk
when |:r-c:-|:lki.|'||_.: ".||l.|-|‘:lli:|l1|'.': abroad, 50 you
st deal with people you trust and
who try hard. Bogdan scores on bath
counts and offers good value,

But you muast have realistic in your
expectations and underitand the
diffeculties asociated with wips like
thee belore you embark on your
sporting journey. M

What you need to know
Optica 1
The mized package lor guail. dove and duck
iz three days 2nd four nights, all inclusive,
with up 1o 50 brds per day per gun (guail
and dive) and costs 1450 Eurgs. Duck
are charged at an axdira 10 Eunds per bird
Carlridges - and only 2 %"/ MWmm ang edily
o olier - ane 25p each il you need Lo buy
them
Dption 2
Anunbmited packape on thres speces of
dovee costs 1900 Eurce: For threes days and
fowr nights (plus carlridges). The daily bag lor
a leam of sic bo eight is 500 - 1000 birds If
you & plannirg a trip for binds, the best time
s the kst 10 days of August and the first e
days of Sepltember

Thee Seasom Starks romAugest 1 Quail are
st oardy and middie of the mamih. duck aro
Better in labe Septamber. If one intards ba
shoaot all theee species then late Auguet weold
e Hheip el TR OITERE. Foe Boar hunting
kraciped on about 2000 Euras and book as
early In ihe year 25 possible o ensurs prime
sportm |

For mare information sbout shooting [n
Serbéa with Lasaroita contact Bopaan =~ |
Srejic on O07B3Z 100 524 or 02475 639

. Eﬂﬂ'm&-ﬂhmﬂw
afternatively visit the agency websife

www lrsaroiiaco uk,



