
In the f irst of a 
two part article, 
Mike Yard ley 
gives advice on 
modern shooting 
tr ips for wi ld pigs 

Pigs may look big, but 
are usually on the move, 
so they require excellent 

marksmanship to be 
harvested humanely. I f in 
doubt, get some practice 

in before leaving 

Readers of th is magazine 
wi l l know tha t one of my 
favour i te spor t ing past imes 

is shoot ing pigs, w i ld boar tha t is. I 
have shot them in Poland, Croat ia , 
France, A f r i c a and Aus t ra l i a so far. 
I have yet to shoot t hem here, or 
in the States, but i look fo rward to 
doing so. Downunder was my f i r s t 
exper ience, some twen ty or more 
years back. You may have heard the 
story, I was of fered the 'oppor tun i ty ' 
to c rawl down a tunne l w i t h an 
ancient W inches te r semi and a 
torch. I res is ted! I eventual ly shot a 
large porker in the long grass w i th 
a .270 Sako. It was qui te exc i t ing 
enough thank you very much. 

East European 
boar hunting 

Safety is paramount and in my opinion this shot is far too close for comfort 

sport in the country .They are keen menu, there is usual ly a proh ib i t ion 
to develop Croa t ia as a hunt ing shoot ing them in f ron t because they 
des t ina t ion and don ' t want th i s t o be are ta l le r than pigs and the shot is 
spoi l t by f l uc tua t ions in the currency in t r ins ica l ly more dangerous. If in 
market. So, if you fancy t ry ing boar, doubt, don ' t shoot, is the rule tha t 
th is jus t might be the year t o do it. must be etched in your mind at a l l 
Bogdan w i l l send you a D V D about t imes, I emphas ise again, l is ten 
boar in Croat ia on request too. to the safety br ie f ing on the day. 

Most boar are shot by the dr iven 
method w i th beaters and dogs What you will need 
moving th rough a wood to a l ine 
of 10 - 20 guns ( typ ica l ly 12-16). Let's move on to su i tab le kit. 
Safety is paramount.Typical ly , and Select ing your kit for pig shoot ing 
it al l depends on the safety b r i e f i r g is a ser ious business, your l i fe may 
on the day, you can only shoot at depend on it. It is my op in ion tha t 
a beast 40 metres or less to your people somet imes take boar hunt ing 
f ront , you may a lso be able tc shoot too l ightly. Don' t . You must se lect 
to your rear. If deer are on the the r ight gun in a su i tab le cal ibre, 

More recently, I have had much 
more comfor tab le pig shoot ing 
exper iences in Poland w i th Bob 
Kwis iuk of Poland Hunt ing 
(www.polandhunt ing.co.uk) and 
in Croat ia w i th Bogdan Sre j ic 
(tel.07868317787 or in fo@lasaro t ta . 
co.uk). In fact , as I wr i te th is, 
Bogdan has just rung to te l l me that 
he has some real ly good late deals 
on o f fe r for th is season (see box 
below) because the Croat ians have 
lowered pr ices very s ign i f icant ly 
because of the r ise in the value of 
the Euro, and the i r fear tha t th i s 
might a f fec t the development of 
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http://www.polandhunting.co.uk


COUNTRY & SHOTCUN 

The experience of another culture 
and making new friends is part of the 
pleasure of shooting pigs in countries 
like Croatia and Serbia 

wi th a su i tab le act ion. You must zero 
I it wel l . A n d , beyond that, you must 
I become prof ic ient in i ts use. Cho ice 
I may be res t r i c ted by dest inat ion. In 
Turkey, for example, you must use 
a shotgun. My experience, however, 
is tha t shotguns are def in i te ly 
second best - use a r i f le if you 
can. We w i l l cons ider th is in more 
detai l next month, meanwhi le , let 

I me jus t note tha t there is much 
( to be said for larger cal ibres. You 
| may f ind the hunt ing assoc ia t ion 

of the country you are going to has 
its own res t r i c t ions - for example, 

I nothing less than a .270 or .30 cal. 
Frankly, my exper ience is tha t 

I Robert Ruark phi losophy is the way 
to go - A L W A Y S USE E N O U G H 

1 GUN. I have shot pigs w i t h both a 
1.270 and a .308, but I fe l t much more 
j comfo r t ab l e w i th a .300 W i n mag. My 
I mate Paul Rober ts swears by a 9.3 
ldoub le , he a lso uses a .444 Mar l in 
| lever gun. More on th is next month. 

Special boar hunting 
leals in Croatia 

I As we go to press Bogdan Sre j ic of 
i Lassa ro t t a noted: " I have avai lab le 
Iespecia l ly good value shoot ing 
|w i t h some of the premier Croat ian 

Hunting Clubs. It is next to r iver 
Sava where hunt ing is charged 
t only 180-240 euros per day/gun 

nclusive of t rophy charges. Dates 
are avai lable dur ing early December 

I January .There is no l imi t on 
nount of an imals tha t the group 
an shoot. Dur ing good days,15 guns 
an usual ly shoot someth ing over 
I shots in tota l . It is an open area. 

Bags cannot be guaranteed but the 
average is jus t under 10 boar per 
day/per group. A 3 day t r i p w i th 
4 n ights inc lusive of al l shoot ing 
and non-shoot ing cos ts in Croa t ia 
and return a i r fare London - Zagreb 
is only 1475 euros per Gun.There 
are no h idden costs, th i s inc ludes . 
3 days dr iven w i ld boar hunt ing in 
an open fores t area, dogs, beaters, 
t rophy fees, Croat ian Hunt ing 
Licence, self dr ive 4X4, A i r p o r t 
t ransfers , 3 meals per day, 4 n ights 
in a nice local hotel (2-3 hunters 
shar ing a room w i th shower) .T ips , 
a lcohol and gun hire (for those 
want ing larger r i f les) are extra. 

For al l fu r ther deta i ls please 
contact Bogdan's UK associate, 
Rupert Ell is (mob: 079 09 888 
333, te l / fax: 087 870 0307, e-mai l : 
Ruper t@thehunt ingahency.com) 

For in fo rmat ion regarding 
hunt ing areas in Croat ia, and any 
pract ica l ques t ion regarding dr iven 
w i ld boar hunt ing, prospect ive 
shoot ing capta ins are we lcome 
to contact Bogdan h imsel f 
on bogdan@lasarot ta.co.uk. 
Meant ime, I ' l l give Bogdan the 
last word: " T h e Hunt ing Agency 
and Lasarot ta are p lanning to 
put together over 30 teams f rom 
the UK in Croat ia and Serb ia 
next season .Th is is going to be 
the biggest UK dr iven w i ld boar 
opera t ion abroad to date, w i th 
more than 400 UK guns. Low cost, 
high pro fess iona l s tandards, and 
happy groups tha t return is our 
strategy. A l l bookings require 50% 
depos i ts and must be sor ted dur ing 
Augus t and September 2009." 

t transport is motorised but horse-drawn shoot wagons have a special charm 

European hunting has a quite a lot of ritual 
- respects are paid between beaters and 
guns and to the quarry after the shoot. 

i ' v .mt t 

You will be amazed at how brave the dogs are - just 
be careful you don't shoot one in error - with the red 
mist up, brown pigs and brown dogs can be confused 
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